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RED CROSS HEROES: Springs doctors, nurses save lives in
Haiti
DENNIS HUSPENI
2011-02-25 18:10:15

Dr. Rick Meinig must have pondered the wisdom of a swiftly planned
emergency trip to earthquake-ravaged Haiti last year when he first
witnessed what he called “a scene from a Mad Max movie.”

“There were stacks of garbage on fire and the funeral pyre smell of
death,” Meinig said of Port-au-Prince after the Jan. 12, 2010, disaster.
“Everyone was living in the streets. There were no lights or electricity.
It was burning smoke and debris everywhere.”

But he and 15 other doctors, nurses and volunteers quickly buried
any hesitation in the work of the 165 surgeries they performed in a
few days — many on horrific wounds that hadn’t been treated almost
two weeks after the devastating earthquake that claimed hundreds of
thousands of lives.

“I just thought ‘I have something to offer, and now is the time to do it,’
” Meinig said.

The team will be awarded the Pikes Peak Chapter of the American
Red Cross’ Hometown Hero Adult(s) Award on March 10. Team

members are Dr. Allan Bach, orthopedic surgeon; Dr. Dan Balch, anesthesiologist; Bart Bachura, nurse;
Dr. David C. Corry, vascular/trauma surgeon; Dr. Justine Crowley, orthopedic surgeon; Douglas D. Gray,
operating room nurse; Jamie Green, intensive care unit nurse; Jim Heildelberg, operating room nurse; Dr.
Sean Karre, anesthesiologist; Dr. Teresa Karre, pathologist; Dr. Khurram Khan, general/trauma surgeon;
Dr. Paul Rahill, orthopedic surgeon; Deanna Walker, operating room nurse; and Dr. Tiffany Willard,
trauma surgeon.

How else could you describe a team of professionals who, tired of waiting for “official” organizations to
mobilize while people suffered, gathered more than 2,000 pounds of donated medical supplies, sterilized
and packaged it all over a weekend, then traveled more than 2,400 miles to Port-au-Prince? The
teamwork continued when they returned to Colorado Springs to raise money to offset the costs car
dealership owner Bob Penkhus incurred flying the team there on his private plane.

Meinig said the team members, many from Front Range Orthopedics and Memorial Health System, were
amazed that despite warnings from the State Department and Haitian military, they never felt threatened
by the Haitian people.

“They are the most stoic people on the planet,” he said.
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“It definitely reinforced to us that we’re all essentially alike,” Meinig said. “We all love our children to
death. We want a decent meal and a safe place to stay — whether we live in the Broadmoor or the slums
of Port-au-Prince. I was awed by the extent of misery people could withstand.”

The team worked out of a badly damaged hospital; sometimes outside because the Haitians people
feared the building would collapse. They would write on the dressings exactly the operation performed
and what follow-up care was required.

“We had no way to sterilize our equipment or replenish our supplies, so we just worked until everything
was gone,” he said.

They were also amazed by the generosity of the Colorado Springs community; they raised more than
$20,000 to cover the costs of the relief mission. One school collected $3,000.
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